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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

May 16, 2021

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. We would love to 
see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please fill out our Connect 
Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
The Risen Savior Prays for Our Protection—and don’t we need it? So many of the things 
we hear, see, and experience through this life might make us wonder if being a follower 
of Christ is really as great as the Bible claims it to be. And yet, in all trials—even death 
itself—we have the Lord’s promise. We have his Word to protect us against the assaults 
of Satan and every evil. Let us use that Word for that purpose every day. In connection to 
that theme, as part of our 10:30 service, we will celebrate the confirmation of four young 
people who have reached the point in their instruction where they can rightly be received 
as communicant members of St. Paul’s. We rejoice with them and pray that their Savior 
would continue to protect them through his Word and sacraments.

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is red, which reminds us of martyrdom (Acts 7) and 
the blood of Christ, which sanctifies us and gives us the victory over evil.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the questions on page 10 of this service folder.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Divine Service II. Text: © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. Music: Stephen P. Stake and Dale Witte © 2008 
Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“Have Mercy, Lord, and Speak Your Word”  Text and Tune by David K. Brown © 1991 David Brown.  Arranged by Carol 
Zastava, 1992.

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.



3

DIVINE SERVICE II
A version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church intended to be used when Holy Communion is celebrated.

WELCOME

HYMN Our Lord and God, Oh, Bless This Day | CW 599
Verse 1-All; 2-Pastors; 3-All 

Please stand. 
INVOCATION
Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C):  Amen. 

CONFESSION
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  For faithless worrying and 

selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the 
good I have failed to do,  you should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

ABSOLUTION
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Monday - BAPTISM - Victoria Faith Lopez

GLORY BE TO GOD sung to the tune in CW 591

♫  All glory be to God on high!  
    Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 
    We praise you for your peace and grace,  
    Your favor toward our fallen race. ♫
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The Word

SALUTATION
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.  

Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at 
your right hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know 
him and faith to follow where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.
Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON Acts 6:7-9, 7:2a, 51-60
Stephen was protected by God, even in death! 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

CHURCH CHOIR Have Mercy, Lord, and Speak Your Word
Congregation joins to sing verse 5.

Have mercy, Lord, and speak Your Word, 
When Satan tempts anew.
You calm my fears thru all my years. 
I put my trust in You.
My life, calm or strife, I live, please forgive.
My soul, make it whole. I bring ev’rything.
My heart I impart. I give, offer, live
My praise all my days. I sing to my King.

This song was written for 
Confirmation Sunday by the late 

Dave Brown, who served as a 
teacher at St. Paul's for more than 
two decades ('87-'12). Dave was 
also the grandfather of one of this 

year's confirmands, Brianna Perry.
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O God, I pray; I plead this day: “Your comfort now outpour.
O hear my prayer; be always there; With Spirit strength restore.”
My life, calm or strife, I live, please forgive.
My soul, make it whole. I bring ev’rything.
My heart I impart. I give, offer, live
My praise all my days. I sing to my King.

Your Word I praise for all my days;  It keeps my faith secure.
To You I sing, O Christ, my King, Whose hand helps me endure.
My life, calm or strife, I live, please forgive.
My soul, make it whole. I bring ev’rything.
My heart I impart. I give, offer, live
My praise all my days. I sing to my King.

I set my heart and soul apart; I pledge my love this day.
I’ll ne’er forsake this vow I make if in my heart You’ll stay. 
My life, calm or strife, I live, please forgive.
My soul, make it whole. I bring ev’rything.
My heart I impart. I give, offer, live
My praise all my days. I sing to my King.

  ♫ Deliver them from Satan’s den; Their feet from stumbling keep,
That each may say to You alway, “I am Your faithful sheep.”
My life, calm or strife, I live, please forgive.
My soul, make it whole. I bring ev’rything.
My heart I impart. I give, offer, live
My praise all my days. I sing to my King. ♫  Amen.  

SECOND LESSON 1 John 5:1-5
Through Jesus' protection, we have overcome the world!
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

SONG BY SCHOOLCHILDREN Live By the Spirit
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Please stand.

GOSPEL   John 17:11b-19
 Jesus prays that his followers would be different from the world!
After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY  Jesus, My Great High Priest | CW 359
Verse 1-All; 2-Men; 3-Women; 4-All   

SERMON The Place Where You Belong 

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

The Bible teaches that 
instruction in the Word should 

start at a very early age. We 
strive to do that through 

opportunities like this message.
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THANK OFFERING 
Members of St. Paul’s offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  If the 
gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING I Am Not Alone

Remain seated.
8:00 & Monday - PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Heavenly Father, you have gathered people of all ages into the communion of 

saints.  Today we thank you especially for the gift of young people to your Church.
C: We come before you today and ask that you keep them in your care.
M: Protect them from the perils and temptations common to youth. Help them resist 

the pressure to engage in godless and immoral activity. When they become 
confused, show them the way. When they hurt, bind up their wounds. When they 
fail, restore them according to your mercy.

C: Keep the cross of Christ before their eyes.
M: Bless them with good friends, competent teachers, faithful ministers, caring 

parents, supportive homes, and life-enriching experiences. According to your 
wisdom, spare them from the perils of unexpected tragedy, severe illness, violent 
crime, a broken home, or an untimely death.

C: Keep all children safe from every kind of harm.
M: Be with our children as they continue to mature. Specifically on our hearts today 

are our four confirmands. Guide and direct them as they prepare for their life’s 
vocations. Teach them the value of honest labor and faithful stewardship.

C: Remind them that their highest joy is found in using talents and abilities in 
service to you.
Special prayers and intercession may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent Prayer.
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M: Most of all dear, Lord, we ask you to keep this and every generation faithful to 
your truth. Strengthen believers everywhere through regular use of Word and 
sacrament. 

C: Open our mouths to share the gospel with friends and acquaintances, that each 
new generation may know the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord. Amen.

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen.   

10:30 only - RITE OF CONFIRMATION 

Our Teen Confirmands: 
Jamie Jean Meister
Brianna Joy Perry
Daniel Joseph Schiestle
Macy Anne Vollert

Please stand.

The Sacrament

PREFACE (spoken) 
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is good and right so to do.

This privilege usually comes about 
after two years of instruction in 
God's Word, using the outline of 

Martin Luther's Small Catechism. 
These young adults are now 

invited to engage even more fully 
in the ministry of St. Paul's.
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M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who rose from the dead in glorious triumph to bring forgiveness to the world and 
everlasting life to all who believe. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - Sanctus      sung to the tune in CW 372   
♫  O holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might,

Your glory, earth and heaven In countless ways recite.
Hosanna! Come and save us, Lord God of hosts on high,
And in your grace and mercy Receive our fervent cry. ♫   

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
M:  Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for 

sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through 
which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. By his 
incarnation, he became one with us. By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
By his innocent death, he overcame hell. By his rising from the grave, he opened 
heaven. Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your 
table with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and 
blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his 
ransomed people in glory everlasting.

C: Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD - Agnus Dei 

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.        
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN I, Come, O Savior, to Your Table | CW 310
Please sing the verses as you feel comfortable.

Please stand.
SONG OF SIMEON  - Nunc Dimittis sung to the tune in CW 372
      ♫    O Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, assured:      

For I have seen your promised incarnate, saving Word—      
A Light that will enlighten all gloom where Gentiles dwell;      
The brilliant, crowning glory of those in Israel!  ♫      

CLOSING PRAYER
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our 
faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us to live 
as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BLESSING  
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make 

his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The 
Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: Amen. 
Be seated

CLOSING HYMN  May God the Father of Our Lord | CW 597
Verse 1-All; 2-Men; 3-Women; 4-All   

What a fitting prayer this is, 
as we focus on God's 

protection at the transition 
of Confirmation or 

throughout our entire lives.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. In Acts 6 and 7 we see one example of the world’s hate which Jesus talked about in 
John 17 (chapters 15 and 16, too). While this type of treatment still happens to 
Christians in other parts of the globe, we likely will not face this level of persecution 
here. What can we expect and prepare for as we live in but not of the world?

2. In what ways are these verses from 1 John 5 so comforting, especially after hearing 
from the other readings what believers will face in the world?

3. In the Gospel reading Jesus talks about being in two different places: in the world or 
with the Holy Father. From these verses make a list of all the different characteristics 
or things in each place.

4. We are celebrating Confirmation this weekend, where young adults make a public 
profession of faith after having been instructed in God’s Word and the Catechism. In 
what ways are Jesus’ words in John 17 so fitting for this occasion?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
Ephesians
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

CONFIRMATION ESSAY BOOKLET AVAILABLE

During a banquet on Wednesday, our teen confirmands presented essays pertaining to 
confession of faith and their relationship with Jesus. Copies of the essays are available in 
booklet form on the ministry Table in the Welcome Center. 

CALL MEETING & VOTERS' MEETING ON TUESDAY May 18 | 6:30 PM

In addition to our regular voter's meeting, this Tuesday we will also hold a call meeting 
to extend Randy Pahl's one-year call to serve as part-time Staff Minister. The call meeting 
will be held first at 6:30 PM. A packet of materials including the 2021-2022 Ministry Plan 
was placed in member mailslots. Be sure to read over the plans for next year. Everyone is 
welcome to attend both meetings.  Please bring your packet of materials with you so you 
can reference them during the meeting.

DIME & DOLLAR MOVE BEGIN THURSDAY May 20 | 9:00 AM

The Dime & Dollar Thrift Store, which supports Northland Lutheran High School, is 
moving to Wisconsin Rapids. Moving merchandise and store fixtures begins this 
Thursday. Your help is greatly appreciated. Especially if you have a truck or trailer. 
Loading at the Stevens Point location (3268 Church St) begins at 9:00 AM, but help will 
also be needed in Wisconsin Rapids (1351 8th St. S.).  If you can help, please let Jan Peronto 
know by emailing or calling her at jkp111310@gmail.com or 715-340-2809.  

SIGN UP FOR CHURCH IN THE PARK June 13 | 10:30 AM

On June 13, our 10:30 worship service will be held at Robinson Park with a picnic 
immediately following the service. We encourage you to invite friends and family. To help 
us gauge how many people to expect, we ask that you please sign up if you think you 
might attend. A sign-up sheet can be found at the Ministry Table in the Welcome Center.  
There you will also find a sign up for donations of items needed for the picnic.   



14

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS - ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

For close to thirty years, Mrs. Carol Brown has served our congregation as School 
Secretary, first as a volunteer (when her husband was principal) and then as a paid 
employee.  Now that she is ready to retire, we are seeking an additional person to work 
part-time (or possibly full-time) in the joint church/school office.  Duties would include 
receptionist, preparing documents for worship and other events, data entry, light 
bookkeeping and more, all handled in a Christian manner.  We are seeking a WELS 
member with communication skills who is able to work independently and respond to 
changing work demands. Previous office and computer experience is a plus. Training will 
be provided.  The office is open 8:00AM-4:00 Monday-Friday with reduced hours in the 
summer.  Your schedule could be flexible during this time.  For more information or an 
application, please contact Judy Stensberg at 715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpauslwr.org.

WILLING WORKERS MEETING TIME CHANGE May 18 | 4:00 PM

The Willing Workers meeting on May 18 has been rescheduled from 6:30 PM to 4:00 PM 
to allow for those who also want to attend the voters' meeting that night. Willing Workers 
will follow their meeting with a pizza supper for members who are interested.

THURSDAY OFFICE VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

We need someone to help with finalizing the documents for the worship service. Tasks 
would involve photocopying, folding, cutting, and some proofreading. This work takes 
place on Thursday.  If you can help weekly or even once a month, please contact Judy 
Stensberg at 715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpaulswr.org.

CAN YOU PUSH A BUTTON?

We are blessed to be able to livestream and “run the tech” without too much of a hitch at 
the 8:00 service every week. However, we could use more help with the 10:30 Sunday and 
6:30 Monday services. Just to be clear, all you would need to do for a normal service is 
push a button (or click a mouse) to advance the slides. There usually isn’t much more to 
it than that. If there is something more, someone would teach you how to do what you 
need to do. If you are able to help, even just one Sunday a month, at either of those 
services, please contact Chris Williams (507-279-0167), Larry or Veronica Klish (715-421-
3607), or Pastor Proeber (715-421-3634 ext.1121). 
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CALENDAR    May 16-23

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship - Confirmation

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
4:00 PM Contemporary Choir in the balcony
4:00 PM Willing Workers in the cafeteria
6:30 PM Voters' Meeting 

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM Chapel Service
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center 

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:00 AM Dime & Dollar Move begins at Stevens Point Store
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the volunteer workroom 

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  228   
From July 1, 2020 to May 13, 2021 
Actual ministry income:  $ 934,498
Actual cost of ministry: $ 1,013,292
Mortgage balance:  $1,260,129

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 27   Closing School Service 

 & Graduation
May 28 Last Day of School 

   & School Picnic 
June 13  Church in the Park
July 11    WELS Night at Witter Field



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634  |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org

www.stpaulswr.org


